BRAZIL
THE most extensive of the South American States, Brazil,
has had a destiny peculiar to itself. It was once a Portu-
guese colony, and Portuguese is still the official language
there. In 1805, fleeing before the French army, the
Royal Court of Portugal came to crave hospitality of
its opulent colony in the New World. In 1815, Brazil
was promoted to the rank of a kingdom. In 1817, at
Pernambuco, the cure Ribeiro, a diligent student of
Condorcet, 'the breath of whose life was freedom5,
fomented an insurrection and proclaimed a republic.
Cure Ribeiro's head was seen soon after in the streets
of Pernambuco on the end of a pike, but still John VI,
Emperor and King of Brazil and Portugal, did not feel
easy in his mind. Lisbon wanted him back, and his
son Don Pedro urged him to be accommodating. In
1821, John VI embarked for Portugal, leaving behind
him his twenty-two-year-old son, as regent. In 1822, the
cleavage between Europe and America became an ac-
complished fact, and Don Pedro was proclaimed as
constitutional Emperor of Brazil.
Thus Brazil was the solitary American State to possess,
for any length of time, a settled dynasty. For their
boldness and intelligence, the princes of the House of
Braganza, transplanted to a country not their own, well
merited the title of dictators and kings. Don Pedro wrote
to his father that the only way to preserve Brazil to his
line, was to convert it into an independent monarchy.
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